
Shortest 
statement in 
history of 33 
NATO summits

Strong 
commitment 
to Article 5 
mutual 
defence 
clause in 
contrast to 
Trump’s 
public 
equivocation

Sole mention 
of Russia, no 
reference to 
Putin’s war 
vs Ukraine

Huge increase 
in defence 
spending 
pledge vs 2% 
promised in 
2014. Big win 
for Trump
Widened 
defintion of 
defence 
spending 
leaves room 
for creative 
accounting. 
Review date 
after Trump 
term ends

Instead of “we commit”, wording changed to “allies” without
the definite article to allow Spain to claim opt-out, 
angering other allies. Target date pushed back to 2035 from 
2032 suggested by Rutte and 2029 sought by eastern allies

Short and sweet to avoid clashes 
with US President Trump
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Wording on aid to 
Ukraine allows each 
ally to do as little 
or as much as they 
want. No pledge of 
multiannual aid 
programme for Kyiv

could be read as 
criticism of EU 
rules for access to 
EU-funded arms 
programmes, and 
of US tech export 
restrictions

No mention of past pledges of membership for Ukraine and Georgia. No 
mention of Western Balkans. No mention of Russian invasion and war of 
aggression against Ukraine, nor of Russian hybrid warfare against Europe. 
No mention of nuclear deterrence. No mention of arms control. No mention 
of China as security challenge. 
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